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SUBJECT: IRAQI CHRISTIANS: IRAQI STATEMENT OF NONPERSECUTION 
REF: STATE 124736 

1. VERY MUCH APPRECIATE GUIDANCE CONTAINED REFTEL. 

IRAQIS ARE INDEED CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR INTERNATIONAL 
IMAGE, EOR REASONS STATED PARA 1 AS WELL AS OTHERS, 

AND ARE INTERESTED IN WAYS IN WHICH IT CAN BE IMPROVED. 

ON THE BASIS OE OUR LOW-KEY SOUNDINGS, HOWEVER, IT 
DOES NOT APPEAR THAT THEY ARE SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING 
ISSUING A STATEMENT. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THEY NEVER 
REALLY WERE. 

2. 1 HAVE HAD OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK WITH BOTH ZAHAWI 
AND ANBARI SUBSEQUENT TO THE CONVERSATION WITH THE 
LATTER REPORTED IN BAGHDAD 1024. NEITHER ONE MENTIONED 
THE IDEAS OF A STATEMENT. IN GOING BRIEELY OVER THE 
STATUS OE THE REEUGEES, AN ITEM OE CONTINUING BUT 
APPARENTLY SOMEWHAT DIMINISHING INTEREST, OPPORTUNITIES 
AROSE IN WHICH A REEERENCE TO THIS SUBJECT COULD QUITE 
LOGICALLY HAVE BEEN MADE BY EITHER OE THEM. NOT ONLY 
WAS THE STATEMENT NOT MENTIONED, BOTH ZAHAWI AND ANBARI 
APPEARED TO BE INTERESTED IN AVOIDING ANY DISCUSSIONS 
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OE ACTIONS THE GOI MIGHT BE CONSIDERING. ANBARI 
MAY THEREEORE HAVE BEEN EXPRESSING A PERSONAL 
THOUGHT, AND NO MORE, AND HAS PERHAPS BEEN TOLD TOD 
DROP THE SUBJECT. 

3. 1 HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT OUR IRAQI CONTACTS HAVE IN 
GENERAL TERMS ACCEPTED THE SITUATION AS EXPLAINED HERE AND, 
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AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, TO IRAQINT IN WASHINGTON. THEY SEEM 
TO BE CONVINCED THAT THE REFUGEES WILL NOT BE RETURNED, 

AND THEY KNOW THAT THEIR OWN HEAVY-HANDED PROPAGANDA IS 
LARGELY TO BLAME. REACTION OF THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP IS 
HARDER TO JUDGE. 

4. RATHER THAN ISSUING A STATEMENT OF NONPERSECUTION, 

EITHER ACROSS THE BOARD OR WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN 
MINORITIES, IT NOW SEEMS THAT IRAQ WILL ATTEMPT TO 
ACCOMPLISH THE SAME PURPOSE THROUGH THE STATEMENTS 
OF MEMBERS OF THE MINORITIES THEMSELVES. AS DEPT IS 
AWARE (BAGHDAD 1026), U.S. CITIZENS OF IRAQI ORIGIN 

HAVE RECENTLY BEEN HIGHLY COMPLIMENTARY IN DESCRIBING THE 
MOTHER COUNTRY, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO FREEDOM FROM 
RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION. ADDED TO OTHER COMMENTS OF A SIMILAR 
NATURE BY GROUPS OF OUTSIDERS, GOI MAY FEEL THAZ WHATEVER 
NEGATIVE IMPACT WAS CREATED BY STATEMENTS OF THE 
REFUGEES IN NEW YORK, CAN LARGELY BE OFFSET. 

5. NONETHELESS, WE WILL BEAR IN MIND SUGGESTIONS 
CONTAINED REFTEL THAT WE SEARCH FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO 
ENCOURAGE IRAQIS TO IMPROVE BOTH THE FACT AND THE IMAGE 
OF THEIR INTERNAL PLICIES. GIVEN THEIR SENSITIVIES TO 
EXTERNAL CRITICISM, IT IS POSSIBLE SOMETHING CAN BE 

DONE IF HANDLED IN AN EXTREMELY DISCREET MANNER. WE WILL 
FOLLOW THIS APPROACH. 
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